Prostitution in Europe
ized as a bordell in Stuttgart, was recently sold for 60,-ooo marks to a " dummy" purchaser. Shortly after the transaction, the police, heeding neighborhood complaints, decreed the closing of the establishment; whereupon they were bitterly reproached for summary violation of an implied contract.56 Paris transactions are naturally on a far higher scale: 200,000 and 300,000 francs have changed hands for a single business.57 Another establishment earned 70,000 francs for its owners in a single year. Like all profitable enterprise in this generation, efficiency and economy have been still more highly developed through organization; of 31 immoral resorts " situated in the zone of the Champs-Elysees, near the Arc, the majority belong to the same managers." 3S Fortunately other causes conspire with the suppression of the white slave traffic and increased control over the internal management of the bordelHo bring about its decline. Taste has changed. " The public has lost its appetite for officially designated resorts, with their large numbers, closed shutters, colored windows, visited nowadays usually by strangers, provincials, and soldiers; the trade inclines rather to houses of rendezvous, where greater discretion is practised and where, with a little imagination, one is conscious of an air of adventure."59 The women, too, are filled with the desire to enjoy their own freedom. They prefer the reckless abandon of the
56" The renter of these buildings charges the inscribed prostitute 8 to 10 marks a day for a room so that the owner gets from each inmate something like 4,000 marks a year." Bendig in Zeitschrift XII, pp. 11, 12. (Abridged.)
** Annexes, loc. ciL, pp. 424-5. See also Fiaux, Police des Moeurs, I, 213-217.
58 Fiaux, Ibid, p. 220.
69 Lepine in Annexes, loc. cit., p. 21.
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